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LOVING         
VULNERABLE 
CHILDREN NO 
MATTER THEIR 
AGE 

ñYou never outgrow the 
need for a family.  You 
may no longer need 
someone to tie your 
shoes in the morning, 
but you do always need 
a place to go to for    
holidays, someone you 
can call for advice, 
someone with you who 
can figure out how to 
apply for college. These 
are things that most of 
us really take for   
granted.ò 

~Jedd Medefind,    
President, Christian  
Alliance for Orphans 

The JP Journal 
Rewriting the stories of children in foster care 

 

Our Mission 

The James Project        

recruits and supports 

dedicated foster parents 

through the provision of 

homes and services. FIFTH HOUSE PURCHASED 

It has been a year of   
prayer, patience, and 
planning for The James 
Project (JP) as we 
searched for just the 
right house to become 
our fifth JP home.  This 
journey had a happy 
ending as we closed in 
late October on a     
spacious house in the 
Franklin Park           
Subdivision in Springfield.  It has four bedrooms, including a room which 
could be made into a fifth bedroom, and three bathrooms.  The lovely 
backyard has a comfortable deck and we know all who live here will    
enjoy the outdoor sanctuary.  

JP foster parents Don and Lisa Crites are anxious to move in and  

continue their mission of caring for teenage girls.  We are very excited to 
watch young ladies in foster care come to this house to live and be   
guided into adulthood by the Crites.  We feel confident that God was 
leading us to this house, and we have taken possession with a           
substantial down payment. However, as with all of our homes, we will 
continue to raise funds until the mortgage is retired.  

To make the home ideal for a large family, we need assistance in       
purchasing the following items for the Critesôs moving day in December: 

 

¶ Extra capacity washer and dryer 

¶ Whole-house alarm system 

THANK YOU DONORS! 

We extend a HUGE THANKS to all of you, more than 100 donors, who 
contributed to the largest down payment we have ever had before ï 
nearly $75,000! Contributions were from individuals, service clubs,     
children raising money, corporations and businesses, churches, and 
church groups.  We could not have made this significant purchase     
without your incredible support.  Your generosity will be blessing to so 
many who will call this house HOME! 
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SPOTLIGHT VOLUNTEERðJIM NEWBANKS 

FRIENDS AT 
HOPE             
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  
 

Just how much can 
one church congrega-
tion give?  If you are a 
part of Hope          
Presbyterian, A LOT!  
The JP not only       
received proceeds 
from their church-wide 
garage sale, but a 
matching gift from the 
congregation.  But 
wait, thereôs more!  
Talented cooks       
provided meals on 
Wednesday nights 
throughout the summer 
for the JP families and 
hosted a diaper drive.  
Words cannot express 
our gratitude for this 
type of generosity, so 
please accept a most 
humbleé 

THANK YOU!    

   tŀƎŜ н 

Dinnertime can be especially 
overwhelming for a big family 
simply because of the large 
quantity of food which needs 
to be prepared.  To have a 
break from this task one night 
a week is a tremendous   
blessing for our JP familiesð
enter Jim Newbanks. 

Jim prepares the congrega-
tional meal for Central Baptist 
Church each Wednesday.  His 
culinary delights are then 

packaged up for our JP families and delivered directly to their homes 
by members of the JP Meal Delivery Team. Our foster parents tell us 
time and time again how much their families love to receive this act of 
kindness and we love Jim! 

Doing your holiday       
shopping at 
smile.Amazon.com earns 
dollars for the JP!  Simply 
choose James Project, Inc. 
in Pawnee, Illinois and 
0.5% for every dollar spent 
is donated to the JP.  While 
it may not seem like a lot, 
every dollar goes toward 
helping more fostering   
families.    

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR LENDS A HAND 

The JP was a recent     
recipient of funds raised 
during the 2018 Order of 
the Eastern Star Karez 4 
Kidz project for the Grand 
Chapter Order of the  
Eastern Star in Illinois.  
OES members from all 
over Illinois made        
monetary donations to the 
project throughout the year 
to make this incredible gift 
possible.  Such a gift made 
a huge impact on our   
ability to purchase the Fifth 
House.  Members from the 
Flower City Chapter 152 OES also held an impressive clothing drive for 
Closet 1:27 for which we are also grateful.  The men and women of the 
OES are dedicated to working together for good to support the charities 
within their local communities to the best of their abilities.   

SPOTLIGHT VOLUNTEERðMARY CUMMING 

The JP truly has a superhero on our side when it comes to Closet 1:27 

deliveries, and her name is Mary Cumming!  We lovingly call Mary 

ñDelivery Centralò with her cell phone in hand as she coordinates all 

Closet deliverers with a swift swipe through her contact list of 15+       

volunteers.  Her organizational skills are unmatched!  We know lives are 

changed through her work.  Thank you for serving the fostering families 

of Sangamon County so well, Mary! 


